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SCHOOL SHOOTING IN FLORIDA 


‘THIS IS CATASTR 


17 killed; suspect is a former student 


Christal Hayes 
USA TODAY 


A former student went on a shooting 
rampage at a Florida high school on 
Wednesday, leaving 17 dead while pan- 
icked students barricaded themselves 
inside classrooms and frantic parents 
raced to the scene. 

The Broward County Sheriff’s Office 
said 12 of the dead were killed inside the 
school. 

The gunman was taken into custody 
nearly two hours after the shooting was 
reported, authorities said. 

The gunman, who had been expelled, 
was identified as 19-year-old Nikolas 


Cruz. Broward County Sheriff Scott Is- 
rael said Cruz was armed with “count- 
less” magazines and an AR-15 rifle. 

“This is catastrophic,” Israel said. 
“There are really no words.” 

The shooting happened about 2 p.m. 
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, Fla., about 30 miles 
northwest of Fort Lauderdale, accord- 
ing to the Coral Springs Police Depart- 
ment. 

“It’s a horrific situation. It’s just a 
horrible day for us,” Broward County 
Public Schools Superintendent Robert 
Runcie said. “This is a day we prayed 
would never happen in our county.” 

He said every high school in the 


Parents: wait for news after Jae 
was reported Wednesday at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School in 
Parkland, Fla. JOEL AUERBACH/AP 


Up to the minute 


Complete coverage at usatoday.com. 


Historically black 
colleges weather 
struggles, look up 


Oprah Winfrey is one of the greats 
who attended these institutions of 
“empowerment.” In Money 


PHIC’ 


county has a police presence, adding 
there are typically two officers at every 
school. 

Margate Fire Chief Dan Booker told 
The Miami Herald that more than 20 
people were hurt, although he could not 
confirm exactly how many had been in- 
jured or how many were shot. 

The school district released a state- 
ment explaining the shooting happened 
close to dismissal time. When students 
heard what sounded like gunfire, the 
school was placed on lockdown. 

Cameras captured authorities taking 
a man into custody and to a local hospi- 
tal. Police described the gunman as 
someone who possibly attended the 
school and was a member of the JROTC 


See SHOOTING, Page 2A 
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Army staffer accused 
of sexual harassment 


Report says he made racial comments, 
criticized women’s “belly fat” 


IN MONEY 
Buick motors up 
dependability ranking 


GM division takes third place behind 
Lexus, Porsche in J.D. Power survey 


2018 WINTER OLYMPICS 
PYEONGCHANG 

Can we answer the 

Shaun White question? 


White made headlines for winning 
his third gold medal. But why is 

so little attention being paid to the 
sexual harassment allegations that 
cloud the snowboarder’s legacy? 
See our special Olympics section. 
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Among 


121 897° 


women Ay 
for early-stage 


breast cancer, | 
only about 
3% needed 


additional 
treatment. 


SOURCE “JAMA Surgery” study via MD Anderson 
Cancer Center 
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EXPLOITED 


Who buys a 
child for sex? 


Otherwise 
ordinary men 


IndyStar columnist Tim Swarens spent a year 
investigating the commercial sex trade of 
children, a lucrative business in which more than 
1 million kids a year are abused. 
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Tim Swarens 

a Columnist 

s Indianapolis Star 

USA TODAY NETWORK 


On the day she met Marcus Thompson, the girl told the 
FBI, she had been ready to leap from a bridge to end her life. 

She was 15, pregnant and alone on the streets. 

In this wounded child, Thompson saw a means to make 
money. He promised that if she left her small Illinois town 
with him, he would make her a model. Grasping for hope, 
she climbed into his truck. 

The promise was a lie. 

In summer 2015, Thompson and his wife, Robin, forced 
the girl on a nightmarish six-week trek across the southern 
USA. Photographed in suggestive poses and marketed on- 
line, she was sold out of hotel rooms and truck stops to any 
man with the money and the desire to buy sex. 

In this case, the victim was rescued. The traffickers who 
exploited her pleaded guilty and were sent to prison. 

But what of the men who paid to rape this child? What 
consequences did they suffer? 


Not a single one was ever charged. 


See EXPLOITED, Page 5A 


Trump’s 

| Judge 

| selection 
skews 
white 


Out of 87 nominees, 
seven are minorities 


Richard Wolf 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON - President Trump’s 
search for deeply conservative federal 
judges hasn't turned up many African 
Americans or Hispanics. 

Among Trump’s first 87 judicial 
nominees, only one is African Ameri- 
can, and one is Hispanic. Five are 
Asian Americans. Eighty are white. 

The demographics signal a return to 
the 1980s, when 94% of President 
Reagans confirmed judges were 
white. Since then, minority enrollment 
in law schools has 


nearly tripled. Trump’s 87 
The past four presi- judicial 

dents, both Republican nominees 

and Democratic, filled 

at least 10% of open 80 

seats on the federal white 

bench with black or 

Hispanic nominees. 1 

More than one-third of Poul rican. 

President Obama’s 

confirmed judges were 1 

minorities. Hispanic 
“It is most unfortu- 

nate,” says Kristen 5 

Clarke, president of the Àsiañ 

Lawyers Committee American 


for Civil Rights Under 

Law. “It turns the clock back on years 
of work and effort that went into pro- 
moting judicial diversity.” 

Monday, Trump nominated seven 
men and two women to federal appel- 
late and district courts. 

“Surprise!” tweeted Obama’s for- 
mer White House deputy counsel, 
Christopher Kang. “All 9 of Trump’s 
judicial nominees today appear to be 
white.” 

Nan Aron, president of the liberal 
Alliance for Justice, suspects the ad- 
ministration’s goal is to have strict 
conservatives at all costs. 

“These nominees are the product of 
years-long grooming and a networking 
process that was put in place by the 
Federalist Society,” Aron says. “They 
are picking from the most ideologically 


See JUDGE, Page 2A 
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